Energy Fair will
showcase ‘green’

products,

BY JEAN RUZICKA

jeanr@parkrapidsenterprise.com

“Going green” has been
defined as a fundamental
shift in how we live our lives
as a means to sustain the
world’s environment.

Green Park Rapids En-
ergy Fair is about to provide
some tutoring in creating a
better world through con-
servation.

Green Park Rapids, an or-
ganization dedicated to pro-
moting neighborhood
revitalization and energy
conservation, will host the
event to be staged from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
28 in the St. Peter the Apos-
tle Catholic Church commu-
nity center. The event is
being held in conjunction
with Hubbard County Re-
gional Economic Develop-
ment Commission and is
sponsored by  Itasca-
Mantrap, Housing and Re-
development Authority of
Park Rapids, TruStar Federal
Credit Union and North Star
Building Systems/Lar Mac
LLC.

The family-friendly event
geared to a residential audi-
ence, will showcase more
than 20 local businesses and
organizations displaying en-
ergy efficient, sustainable or
“green” products and serv-
ices, according to Maggie
Stennes, coordinator of the
event.

Local lenders will be
available to discuss micro
energy loans and “fix-up
funds” available to home-
owners.

Gardens, landscaping
with native plants and sus-
tainable agriculture will be

services

The family-friendly event is
geared toward a residential audi-
ence and will showcase many ven-
dors and their “green” products
and services.

addressed.

Speakers will be dis-
cussing a variety of topics in
half-hour sessions, includ-
ing.

B Why every home needs
an energy audit — An energy
audit is the process of diag-
nosing and recommending
improvements to reduce a
house’s energy consump-
tion. Having an energy audit
and implementing the
changes can improve the
comfort, health, safety and
durability of your home and
help you save energy.

Greg Ernst of GA Ernst
and Associates will address
the issue at noon and 2:40
p.m.

B An introduction to
solar technologies — Sarah
Jean Hayden of Rural Re-
newable Energy Alliance
(RREAL) will present the
three major types of solar
panel technologies - air,
water and electricity — and
the social and economic is-
sues surrounding them.

RREALs solar assistance
program, which is solar air
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Greg Ernst of GA Ernst & Associates, Inc. demonstrates a blower door test that measures air leakage by depressurizing a house.

Making homes energy efficient

B Energy audits
evaluate ways

to make homes
more efficient

BY ANNA ERICKSON
annae@parkrapidsenterprise.com

More than 20 energy au-
dits have been conducted
in a target neighborhood
near downtown  Park
Rapids as a first step toward
becoming “green.”

A home energy audit is
the first step to assess how
much energy a home con-
sumes and to evaluate what

measures homeowners can
take to make their home
more energy efficient.

Greg Ernst, of GA Ernst &
Associates, Inc. will speak
about “Why Every Home
Needs an Energy Audit” at
the Green Park Rapids En-
ergy Fair Saturday, Feb. 28
at St. Peter the Apostle
Catholic Church in Park
Rapids.

He has been working
with the Green Park Rapids
group and performing en-
ergy audits within a pilot
neighborhood near down-
town. He founded the busi-
ness in 1987 and has
provided audit services to
more than 16,000 residen-
tial homeowners and 2,000
commercial/industrial/

multi-family customers.

Ernst’s energy audits in-
clude a blower door test,
which depressurizes the
house to measure air leak-
age. The tool tells him how
leaky the house is so he
knows what size hole to be
looking for.

Air typically enters a
home in the basement and
is released through the
attic. The first area to work
on is closing up the attic
holes. Heat rises and if it
can’t escape, the house
won't lose as much heat.

An infrared camera is
used to see where air is
coming into and leaving the
house. It measures radiant
heat so Ernst is able to see
where cold spots are

throughout a house.

An audit will show the
homeowner problems that
may, when corrected, save
significant amounts of
money over time. Audits
also determine the effi-
ciency of a home’s heating
and cooling systems. An
audit may also show ways
to conserve hot water and
electricity.

To learn more about
what a residential energy
audit entails and why it is
an important tool to help
conserve energy and save
money on monthly utility
bills, listen to Ernst from
noon-12:30 p.m. and 2:40-
3:10 p.m. Feb. 28 at the En-
ergy Fair.

rounding them.

consumption.

®

with the children.

GUEST SPEAKERS

10am. & 12:40 p.m.

e Low-cost and no-cost energy and
money-saving ideas — Jared Echternach
will discus “how doing the little things
make difference.”

10:40 a.m. & 1:20 p.m.

¢ Feasibility and benefits of owning a
small wind turbine - Peter Skadberg will
discuss financial incentives to installing a
small wind turbine.

171:220 a.m. & 2 p.m.
e An introduction
gies - Sarah Jean Hayden of Rural Re-
newable Energy Alliance (RREAL) will
present three major types of solar panel
technologies — air, water and electricity —
and the social and economic issues sur-
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Noon & 2:40 p.m..

e Why every home needs an energy
audit - Greg Ernst of GA Ernst and Asso-
ciates will explain an energy audit and the
process of diagnosing and recommending
improvements to reduce a house’s energy
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Saturday, Feb. 28 ¢ 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church community center (305 Sth St. West, Park Rapids)

FREE ADMISSION! This event is geared to a residential audience, showcasing more than 20 local businesses and organiza-
tions displaying energy efficient, sustainable or green products and services. Local lenders will be available to discuss micro
energy improvements and “fix-up funds” available to homeowners. REGISTER FOR DOOR PRIZES! Refreshments served by
the Assembly of God Youth as a fundraiser, and Mahube will be hosting “Don’t Forget to Turn Out the Lights” craft project
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VENDORS

Aluma Sales
Bliss Building Inc.

Center for Energy & Environment — CEE/
Minnesota Energy Challenge

Cleo Williams/Williams Construction

Coborn’s Groceries & Meats

Denny’s Plumbing, Heating & Air

Conditioning
Eco-Domes LLC/WERC

Flying W Gardens Nursery & Landscaping

GA Ernst & Associates

Hubbard County Housing & Redevelopment

Authority

Ike’s Heating & Cooling
Itasca-Mantrap Cooperative

Lakes & Valley CSA

LarMac LLC/Northstar Homes
Mahube Energy Programs: Weatherization &

Energy Assistance
Mahube Head Start
Mid-State Insulation

Park Rapids Building Supply & Rental
Park Rapids Farmers Market
Housing Redevelopment Authority of Park

Rapids

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance
Samuelson Laney Plumbing, Heating &

Cooling Inc.

State Bank of Park Rapids
TruStar Federal Credit Union
Widseth Smith Nolting & Assoc., Inc.




