
Now’s a good time
to buy a home…

We’re a good
place to start.

703 E. 1st St. (Hwy. 34)
Park Rapids, MN 56470

218-237-8000
www.trustarfcu.com

Stop by our
booth at the
Energy Fair
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Communities: Event highlights Park Rapids area

Green Park Rapids has
goals to promote energy
conservation in area
BY ANNA ERICKSON
annae@parkrapidsenterprise.com

The Green Park Rapids
group has been busy sur-
veying people living in a tar-
get neighborhood near
downtown.

“We promote neighbor-
hood revitalization and en-
ergy conservation efforts in
Hubbard County,” said
Maggie Stennes, Green Park
Rapids coordinator.

The target neighborhood
is located between Highway
34 to the north and Sixth
Street to the south and
Highway 71 to the east and
Fair Avenue to the west.

About a third of the
neighborhood has been sur-
veyed and about 20 energy
audits have been con-
ducted, Stennes said.

“We’ll be doing one last
push here to get as much of
the neighborhood surveyed
as we can,” she said.

The Park Rapids Housing
and Redevelopment Au-
thority and Hubbard
County Regional Economic
Development Commission
worked to start the Green
Park Rapids initiative. Hub-
bard County HRA and
Headwaters Regional Devel-
opment Commission were
also part of the collabora-
tion.

After residents have par-
ticipated in energy audits,
the Green Park Rapids
group will connect them
with resources to help make
energy improvements.

Some of the resources
available are the Minnesota
Housing Finance Agency,
USDA Rural Development,
Hubbard County HRA,
along with regular home-
equity loans through banks.

Projects could include
new energy-efficient win-
dows, doors, insulation,
water heaters or furnaces.

As a pilot project, the
hope is to take this idea and
apply it to other neighbor-
hoods in Park Rapids, Hub-
bard County and
throughout the state in the
future.

Green Park Rapids is also
hoping to receive a Small
Cities Development grant to
help with home improve-
ments, Stennes said.

The Green Park Rapids
Energy is another program
that the group hopes to
grow and make an annual
event.

The group would like to
have a neighborhood clean-
up day each spring where
people could set out trash
and appliances on the curb
to be taken away.

As far as the pilot project,
“we hope to see improve-
ments as soon as this sum-
mer or fall,” Stennes said.

“The hope is that people
can look at the neighbor-
hood and see a difference
and see reduced energy
usage,” she said.

The Green Park Rapids group is
working to help homeowners in a
target area of Park Rapids make
energy improvements to their
homes.

Discover benefits of owning a small wind turbine

the Park Rapids area. The
developments are exciting.
For example, in just the
past year, two new wind
turbines, one public, one
private, have been in-
stalled, beginning with the
erection of a 20KW Wind
Turbine northwest of the
Century School. This cost
and energy saving action,
made possible by the lead-
ership of the Park Rapids
Wind Energy team, power
providers and state gov-
ernment energy programs
including the Clean Energy
Research Teams (CERTs)
has also helped promote
understanding and growth
in the alternative energy
industry.

These days, when I
make decisions about
whether or not a public
policy proposal makes
good sense, I ask myself
three questions:

■ Will the policy create
jobs or help our economic
situation?

■ Will it be a good in-
vestment that saves tax-
payers’ money?

■ Is it good for our envi-
ronment and for long term
sustainability of our soci-
ety?

In the case of renewable
energy development and
increased energy effi-
ciency, the answer is a re-
sounding yes to all three.
The new energy initiatives
now underway in the Park
Rapids area are a prime ex-
ample of how a commu-

nity can begin to put ideas
into action.

Programs like CERTs
and others are making a
difference. They’re helping
local businesses assess
costs and benefits of im-
plementing changes such
as installing solar panels.
They’re also working with
the City of Park Rapids and
Hubbard County to de-
velop short and long–term
goals regarding sustain-
able energy use by helping
identify projects we can
use as models to develop
programs that meet our
unique needs, and poten-
tial funding sources to im-
plement them.

The energy sector of our

economy is one of the few
that remained strong for
most of last year – an indi-
cation of the high interest
in this emerging industry.
However, falling oil prices
and frozen credit markets
in recent months have
slowed things down.
Strategic investments in
local energy projects like
the ones in Park Rapids
and the surrounding re-
gion could be the kind of
jumpstart needed to help
get our economy back on
track.

Numerous opportuni-
ties exist for area business
and residential develop-
ments in the field of en-
ergy conservation – from
retrofitting public build-
ings like schools and
courthouses to weather-
ization programs for
homeowners. Several bills
I’ve introduced will help
schools and public build-
ings reduce their heating
costs by using federal stim-
ulus money to help them
pay for the installation of
renewable energy projects.
These projects are espe-
cially exciting because they
have the potential to bene-
fit us in both the short and
the long-term. They create
real jobs that get people
back to work and that can’t
be outsourced. If a busi-
ness or homeowner retro-
fits their building to
increase energy efficiency,
skilled workers will be
needed to provide the
labor, manufacturers and
retailers to provide the

goods, and truckers to de-
liver them.

With so many emerging
developments, the possi-
bilities to reenergize
Northern Minnesota’s
economy are virtually end-
less, and the movement to
transform the way we pro-
duce and use energy is
gaining momentum. The
opportunities will only
grow as people learn better
ways to harvest and pro-
duce clean, green energy
that can be used right here
at home, and begin to see
conservation’s payback for
our families, our environ-
ment, and our financial fu-
ture.

from Page 4

BY ANNA ERICKSON
annae@parkrapidsenterprise.com

Wind power can be an ef-
fective, cost-efficient and
environmentally responsi-
ble way for homeowners to
meet their energy needs.

Peter Skadberg, with
Winkelman’s Environmen-
tally Responsible Construc-
tion (WERC) will speak
about small residential wind
turbines and the benefits at
the Green Park Rapids En-
ergy Fair Feb. 28.

He will share the finan-
cial incentives to installing a
small wind turbine and
what people should look at
before putting one up.

Financial incentives,
such as income tax deduc-
tions, federal and state
grants, property tax exemp-
tions, rebates, production
tax credits and green credits
may be available to help re-
duce costs. A properly
maintained wind turbine
will generate energy for
decades to come and is a
good investment for a fam-
ily or business.

With more than 25 years
experience installing and
servicing small wind tur-
bines of many types WERC
offers planning services for

small wind turbine owners,
which includes detailed
itemizing of all costs and
paybacks.

WERC helped rural Park
Rapids residents Rollie and
Shar Jacobsen install a small
wind turbine on their prop-
erty a few months ago.

According to WERC, pay-
back considerations include
the following:

■ Typical payback for a
business is 5-9 years, a farm
6-12 years and a home 8-20
years;

■ special tax deductions
exist;

■ grant funds may be
available.

WERC provides the fol-
lowing:

■ Site planning for opti-
mal placement of towers
and ROI;

■ sizing, permits and
product sourcing;

■ construction of towers,
mounting, wiring and test-
ing;

■ maintenance and serv-
ice work on small wind ma-
chines.

Hear Skadberg give more
information about wind tur-
bines from 10:40-11:10 a.m.
and 1:20-1:50 p.m. at the
Energy Fair.

A residential wind turbine is located south of Park Rapids. Peter Skad-
berg will speak about the benefits of wind turbines at the Energy Fair.
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‘Numerous 
opportunities exist 

for area business and
residential 

developments in the
field of energy 

conservation – from
retrofitting public

buildings like schools
and courthouses to

weatherization 
programs for 
homeowners.’

Brita Sailer 
State Senator, 

District 2B 

Use less ~ Save more 
Install a heat pump

Itasca-Mantrap
PO Box 192, Park Rapids, MN 56470
218-732-3377 or 888-713-3377
www.itasca-mantrap.com

Ground source heat pumps
~ Efficiencies up to 300 to 500 percent. 

~ Durable and highly reliable. 
~ Rebate of $400 per ton installed for a residential 

ground source heat pump.

Air source heat pumps
~ Deliver 1.5 to 3 times more energy than the electricity it consumes.
~ Heats your home in the winter and cools your home in the summer.

~ Rebates up to $630 for qualifying air source heat pumps.

For more information on heat pumps and rebates, contact Itasca-Mantrap.
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