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Energy audits help to identify inefficiencies

Turning off lights or electronics can help reduce energy costs

Energy
fair: Simple
conservation
measures
can be 
implemented

heating systems installed for
low-income households, will
also be addressed.

Hayden will speak at
11:20 a.m. and 2 p.m.

■ Low-cost and no-cost
energy and money saving
ideas – Jared Echternach will
discuss “how doing the little
things make a difference.” 

Energy is at the forefront
of American politics. With
costs on the rise and de-
mand increasing, energy
conservation and efficiency
practices make economical
sense. Simple and cost-ef-
fective measures homeown-
ers can implement will be
discussed at 10 a.m. and
12:40 p.m.

■ Feasibility and benefits
of owning a small wind tur-
bine – Wind power can be an
effective, cost efficient and
environmentally responsi-
ble way to meet energy
needs. 

Peter Skadberg will dis-
cuss financial incentives to
installing a small wind tur-
bine – and what you need to
look at before putting one
up - at 10:40 a.m. and 1:20
p.m.

Attendees can register for
door prizes and sample re-
freshments provided by the
Assembly of God youth as a
fundraiser. Mahube will
have activities for kids as
well.
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Lighten the load
Any electronic items that

has a clock, a light or feels
warm when turned “off”
could actually still be using 40
percent of its “on” power.
Common sources of this
phantom load include: VCRs,

TVs, CD players, cell phone
and battery chargers, mi-
crowave ovens and coffee
makers. Consider plugging
these items into a power strip
so you can cut power to sev-
eral units at once. 

Turn it off
Every time you walk out of

a room, turn off the lights,
music, TV and other unused
electronics. TVs alone ac-
count for 4 percent of the na-
tion’s annual residential
electricity consumption and
plasma TVs can use as much
electricity as a refrigerator in
a year. 

Turning one 75-watt bulb
off for one hour a day can save
$2.15 a year.

Get some shower power
Conserve water and the

energy used to treat, move
and heat it by installing a low-
flow showerhead. Low-flow
doesn’t mean you have to
sacrifice pressure. Manufac-
turers now make low-flow
showerheads that deliver sat-
isfying showers. 

Set it and forget it
Manual thermostat ad-

justments can waste a lot of
energy. Programmable ther-
mostats are easy to install,
easy to use and can easily pay
for themselves. Look for
models that let you set day-
time, evening and overnight
temperatures. For every eight

hours that you roll back 1 de-
gree Fahrenheit, you’ll save 1
percent on your energy bill.  

Get an AC checkup
Like a car, a central air

conditioner (AC) needs a
tune-up every three years.
Check with your local coop-
erative about maintenance
programs available in your
area. In the meantime, visu-
ally inspect your unit, hose it
off regularly and clear away
debris or overgrown shrubs
to maximize performance. If
your unit is more than 15
years old, then it may be time
for a new one. Look for ACs
with a seasonal energy effi-
ciency ratio (SEER) rating of
13 or greater and maximize
energy efficiency. 

Home air conditioning
uses nearly 5 percent of all the
electricity produced in the
United States, according to the
U.S. Department of Energy. 

Make furnace functional
An annual inspection of

your furnace will improve its
efficiency while also assuring

you of its ongoing safety. Be-
tween checkups, change dirty
furnace filters monthly to
prevent strain on the system. 

Run the numbers
Most energy companies

offer energy audits as do the
Minnesota Building Perform-
ance Association at
www.mbpa.us. and local Com-
munity Action Partnerships.
A home energy auditor will
evaluate your insulation and
then plug or caulk holes that
may be causing air leaks
through windows, doors or
outlets. Next, an inspection of
heating and cooling equip-
ment will help ensure its
safety and energy efficiency.

Be an ENERGY STAR
When buying new appli-

ances and electronics, choose
ENERGY STAR appliances. By
using less energy, ENERGY
STAR products can save you
money. Also, check for re-
bates from stores, manufac-
turers and your local co-op.
For more guidance, visit
www.energystar.gov. 
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JOIN US AT THE . . .
Green Park Rapids Energy Fair on February 28!
Building Partnerships. Designing Solutions. Enhancing Communities.

Get a smarter bulb – replace in-
candescent bulbs with compact
fluorescent bulbs .

Park Rapids residents liv-
ing inside the Green Park
Rapids target neighborhood
can request a Home Per-
formance Energy Audit.

If you live between High-
way 34 and 6th Street and
Highway 71 and Fair Av-
enue – you can receive a $15
Green Park Rapids Home
Performance Energy Audit
provided by MN Power,
Minnesota Energy Re-
sources and GA Ernst and
Associates.

The Home Performance
Energy Audit includes In-
frared camera photos,
blower door diagnostics,
Analysis of gas and electric
usage patterns along with
estimated operational
costs, thermal shell analysis
inspection of attic, sidewall,
foundation insulation, attic
bypasses and windows and
doors, furnace efficiency
and carbon monoxide
safety test, worst case draft
test and HVAC equipment
visual inspection.

To schedule your Green
Park Rapids Home Perform-
ance Energy Audit, contact
Sharon Voyda and the Park
Rapids Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority at 732-
4158.

To receive an energy
audit outside the Green

Park Rapids Target Neigh-
borhood people can con-
tact their energy provider.

Minnesota Energy 
Resources customers

Two types of home en-
ergy audits are available to
Minnesota Energy Re-
sources customers. 

The standard audit will
give you information on en-
ergy savings measures with
potential costs and esti-
mated savings, and provide
either a blower door diag-
nostic test or up to $30.00
worth of weatherization
materials. A $40 customer
co-pay will be added to
your gas bill. Low income
customers may participate
in this program at no cost.

The second type of audit
is the performance audit.

This audit will provide a
more comprehensive analy-
sis of your home’s energy
use. In addition to all of the
services available in the
Standard Audit, the Per-
formance Audit will also in-
clude:

A blower door test that
will determine the air tight-
ness of your home and find
the general location of air
leaks.

An infrared inspection to
further pinpoint the loca-
tion of air leaks and mois-
ture problems.

A combustion safety test
and carbon monoxide
check that will determine if
flue gasses are spilling into
your home when the ex-
haust fans are on.

Minnesota Energy Re-
sources will pay for the ma-

jority of the cost of the per-
formance audit. However, a
co-pay amount of $125 will
be added to your gas bill. 
Visit www.minnesotaener-
gyresources.com/home/au-
dits.aspx to request an
audit. A certified energy au-
ditor will contact you in 2-4
weeks to schedule an ap-
pointment.

MN Power customers
Find out how to get the

most from your energy dol-
lar by learning how you and
your home use electricity. A
representative of Minnesota
Power will visit your home
and analyze how you use
electricity, determine your
electric energy use per ap-
pliance and recommend ef-
ficiency improvements.
You’ll learn how to optimize

your electric usage by
changing the way you use
appliances. 

Call Minnesota Power
toll free at 1-800-228-4966,
extension 2909, to request
an In-Home Electric Use
Analysis. Please have your
account number available.

Itasca-Mantrap customers 
Itasca-Mantrap Cooper-

ative offers free online en-
ergy audits members can
perform themselves by vis-
iting www.itasca-mantrap.
com. Itasca Mantrap’s web-
site also has many energy-
saving programs and
literature that members can
use to reduce their energy
use.

Greg Ernst uses an infrared camera to identify areas where heat is escaping during an energy audit. Energy audits are available from several
providers in the area. 

Register To Win
A Free Furnace

Cleaning and Tune-up

218-237-WARM (9276)
218-564-4708

Fax: 218-237-9277
Email: samlan@arvig.net

1602 Commerce Ave., Park Rapids

Free Estimates
24-Hour Emergency Service
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Joe & Heather Samuelson, Owners

Residential &  Commercial
Sales, Installation & Service

Visit our booth and learn
the latest innovations in

high efficiency heating and
cooling products, and see the

new water conserving bath and
kitchen fixtures.

License #059966-PJ   EPA #0271657197100

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

You deserve the best heating and cooling system available today. It’s 
Geothermal. Geothermal energy is in your neighborhood, it’s in your own 
backyard. With an ECONAR® GeoSource® Heat Pump you can tap into this 
abundant, renewable, environmentally friendly energy source. Give us a 
call so you can have your dream heating and cooling system while saving 
money too. We’re your local authorized ECONAR dealer.

Planning Your Dream Home?

The  Leader in ColdClimateTM 

Geothermal Technology
www.econar.com

®

®

Qualit y  Craf t sman ship
205 HWY 34 East   •   Nevis, MN 
218-652-4057   •   218-237-6065 

www.ikesfireplace.com

Stop  By
Our Booth

at the
Energy Fair Flying Gardens

NURSERY & LANDSCAPING

GO GREEN WITH

www.flyingwgardens.com

732-9782
16 Miles North of Park Rapids

on Hwy. 71

HOURS:
Open April 15 - Sept. 15

Landscaping
Ideas

Green
Roofs

Stop &
See Our
Booth!

Permeable Pavers

Rain Gardens

Stop &
See Our
Booth!Trees

Are Cool

Come see

us at our

booth at the

Energy Fair

PO Box 188, 1109 Hollinger Ave.
Park Rapids, MN 56470

218-732-7036
800-642-4101

Cell: 218-252-7036   Fax: 218-732-0262

In Business Since 1976

Ray Nagle, Owner

Mid-State
Insulation

Polyurethane
Insulation

Polyurethane Roof
Systems

Blown Fiberglass


